






to improve their lives and minimize future interaction with the criminal justice 
system. 

So we are pleased to report that we have achieved your goal of conducting 
extensive research on the jail diversion concept; we have successfully 
gained stakeholder cooperation and buy-in to coordinate services; we have 
significant multi-year funding committed to develop and operate the 
BHUCC; and we will collect and analyze data from the BHUCC in order to 
evaluate its outcomes. As a result, we respectfully submit that there is no need 
to hire a consultant to repeat the process of research, assessment and 
recommendations for jail diversion. That part is done, and we are already 
beginning implementation. 

The City and County are already working together, through the BHUCC and 
other initiatives mentioned above, to increase our community's capacity to treat 
and care for people with mental illness. We are very pleased and grateful that 
your own research has taken you down a similar thought process to what we 
have already begun. 

The truth is, although the BHUCC is a big commitment and a significant leap 
forward for this community, it will not address all of Knoxville and Knox County's 
behavioral health needs by itself. And as representatives of City and County 
governments, we know we cannot solve all these problems alone. We are 
always looking for new partnerships and for others in the community to come to 
the table. The fact that seventeen congregations have come together to form 
Justice Knox and identified mental health as one of two key priorities presents a 
significant new opportunity. 

On your fact sheet, you correctly note that our community needs more supportive 
housing for people with mental illness, and that supportive housing with case 
management is cost-effective. In the community plans already mentioned here, 
we identified the same needs and we have worked with community partners and 
funders to develop supportive housing that has proven to be both effective and 
an asset to neighborhoods. But we need more supply in order to meet the 
demand. 

We need your help. Working together, the seventeen congregations of Justice 
Knox could be a significant force for good in our community. Will you help us 
raise more funds for local mental health service agencies so they can provide 
additional social services and supportive housing? Will you volunteer for these 
agencies so they can expand their reach? When locations for treatment centers 
and supportive housing are proposed, will you speak up in support of them and 
help your neighbors understand the need? We need community members who 
understand the need and share this vision to be willing to actively speak out in 
support. 
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We agree that mental health resources are a critical need in our community, and 
we are grateful that you have identified this as a priority for your congregations. 
We hope you will bring your considerable collective resources to bear on this 
issue, so that together we can meet the behavioral health needs of every 
member of our community. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Knoxville Mayor 

Tim Burchett 
Knox Co. Mayor 

David Raus h 
Knoxville Police 
Chief 
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